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Yellowknife author Bonita 
Nowell and her mother host book 
reading of My Mother’s Legacy

‘When I was left in that residential school, 
they wrecked me,’ mom says of childhood 
experience in Fort Resolution

It was a book reading that evoked many 
emotions at the Yellowknife Public Library 
Saturday, as Métis author Bonita Nowell and 
her mother Angie Mercredi-Crerar shared 
heartfelt moments with their audience about 
Nowell’s book, My Mother’s Legacy.

The story, published last autumn, shares 
the early childhood experiences of Mercre-
di-Crerar, such as when she was taken away to 
residential school — a painful time in her life 
that she only shared with her daughter when 
Nowell decided to document her mother’s 
history in the pages of her book.

“I didn’t tell my kids about it because it 
was too horrible,” said Mercredi-Crerar, who 
attended St. Joseph residential school in Fort 
Resolution. “All I learned from that is that my 
kids would never, ever feel the way I did.”

She said after her children were born, loving 
them was the most important thing for her to 
do to counter the effects that residential school 
had on her life.

“When I was left in that residential school, 
they wrecked me. I had nothing. Nowhere to 
go and there was no hope. There was nothing 
for me. We were all alone and nobody cared.

“And as I was growing up, I was thinking, 
‘Maybe someday, if I have kids, I will love 
them and fight for them forever,’” she recalled.

Poignant journey
While writing the book, Nowell told the au-

dience that she “felt every emotion you could 
imagine” and that its pages are filled with 
instances of hope, healing and reconciliation.

She said she feels very fortunate that she 
was able to document her mother’s life while 
she was still alive.

“I am grateful my mother is still here to 
share the story,” Nowell said.

To complement the written book, and to 
honour her mother’s story further, Nowell said 
they just completed an audio-book version of 
the book — complete with her mother’s voice 
and that of several other narrators, including 
herself.

“I wanted my mom, my mom’s voice to 
be heard. And so I can pass that along to my 
siblings and their families. It’s a gift to my 
siblings and their families,” Nowell said.

The audio recording should be ready for sale 
on platforms such as Amazon, Audible and 
Google Play by the end of February, she noted.

Nowell said it’s a good feeling knowing her 
mother’s story is documented for others to read 
and hear — now and for future generations.

“It’s the greatest service to others — be it 
my family having my mother’s voice forever; 
be it the story that may inspire others to reflect 
on their own family and appreciate their own 
family,” she said.

“It’s been a privilege to share the story. These 
are hurts, but my mother is at peace today. She 
has peace of mind, she has peace in her heart. 
How did she get there? I’m sharing some of 
how she got there.”
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Métis author Bonita Nowell and her mother Angie Mercredi-Crerar held a book reading of 
Nowell’s book, My Mother’s Legacy, at the Yellowknife Public Library Saturday. The book 
documented highlights from Mercredi-Crerar’s childhood and also the trauma she experi-
enced at St. Joseph’s residential school in Fort Resolution. Jill Westerman/NNSL photo

News 
Briefs

Did we get it wrong?
Yellowknifer is committed to getting facts and names 

right. With that goes a commitment to acknowledge 
mistakes and run corrections. If you spot an error in 
Yellowknifer, call 873-4031 and ask to speak to an editor, 
or email editorial@nnsl.com. We'll get a correction or 
clarification in as soon as we can.

By Jill Westerman
Northern News Services

Jean Marie River woman 
charged with manslaughter

A Jean Marie River resident has been charged 
with manslaughter in relation to the death of a 
Fort Simpson woman.

The accused, Alison Sanguez, 27, is being 
held in custody. She has a court appearance 
set for Feb. 14.

The death occurred on Jan. 19 in a Fort Simp-
son residence.

The community’s RCMP and the NWT Office 
of the Chief Coroner initially conducted a joint 
investigation. After a medical examination, it 
was determined that the woman’s death was the 
result of a homicide. The Northwest Territories 
RCMP’s Major Crime Unit then took over the 
investigation.

The individual who died was not identified 
in an RCMP news release issued Monday af-
ternoon.

RCMP make arrests in pair of 
drug busts

Three people are facing drug charges after 
Norman Wells RCMP responded to a 911 call 
on Feb. 10.

Police say they responded to a call from a res-
idence at 7 p.m. The caller did not say anything 
to dispatch, but police say “yelling and signs 
of distress” were heard in the background. The 
RCMP traced the call to the residence and en-
tered to check on the safety of the people inside.

Upon entering, officers say they saw drug par-
aphernalia in plain view. The Mounties detained 
the occupants of the residence and acquired a 
search warrant to sweep the premises.

During the search, police say they seized 18 
grams of cocaine, drug trafficking paraphernalia 
and three replica handguns.

Charges are pending against three men, one 
from Norman Wells, one from Fort Smith and 
one from Edmonton.

Meanwhile in Inuvik, an early morning search 
of a pair of units at Bompas Place Apartments, 
also known as Nova Apartments, on Feb. 11 
has resulted in drugs and cash seized.

Charges are pending against two people from 
Inuvik and two men from B.C.

With the assistance of the NWT Emergency 
Response team, police entered two apartments 
at roughly 6:30 a.m. As a result of the inves-
tigation, RCMP say they seized 60 grams of 
crack cocaine, $750 in cash and other drug 
paraphernalia.

“The Inuvik RCMP will continue to focus 
on disrupting the supply of these dangerous 
substances in our community,” said Staff-Sgt. 
Jesse Aubin, Inuvik detachment commander. 
“We will not tolerate individuals that come to 
Inuvik and undertake these illegal activities.”

If you have any information about either of 
these cases, you’re asked to call the RCMP in 
either Norman Wells or Inuvik of call Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS (8477).

More government funding up 
for grabs

The GNWT has opened up the application 
phase for the 2024 Healthy Choices Fund.

A total of $418,000 is available to Indige-
nous governments in the NWT, community 
governing authorities, and non-government 
organizations to fund health promotion and 
prevention activities that support NWT com-
munities and residents. For 2024, groups can 
apply online for funding ranging from $10,000 
to $75,000 for projects that focus on education 
and awareness related to injury prevention, 
healthy living, or sexual health, according to 
a release from the Department of Health and 
Social Services on Tuesday.

The deadline to apply is March 31 and you can 
get all the details at the department’s website.


